
 Readings for The Epiphany of the Lord 

Isaiah 60:1-6  Psalm 71  Ephesians 3:2-6  Matthew 2:1-12 

NAZARETH 
‘Nazareth is a kind of school where we may begin to discover what Christ’s life was like and 

even to understand his Gospel. Here we can observe and ponder the simple appeal of the 

way God’s Son came to be known, profound yet full of hidden meaning. And gradually we 

may even learn to imitate him. 

 

‘Here we can learn to realise who Christ really is. And here we can sense and take account 

of the conditions and circumstances that surrounded and affected his life on earth: the 

places, the tenor of the times, the culture, the language, religious customs, in brief, 

everything which Jesus used to make himself known to the world. Here everything speaks 

to us, everything has meaning. Here we can learn the importance of spiritual discipline for 

all who wish to follow Christ and to live by the teachings of his Gospel.  

 

‘How I would like to return to my childhood and attend the simple yet profound school 

that is Nazareth! How wonderful to be close to Mary, learning again the lesson of the true 

meaning of life, learning again God’s truths. But here we are only on pilgrimage. Time 

presses and I must set aside my desire to stay and carry on my education in the Gospel, for 

that education is never finished. But I cannot leave without recalling, briefly and in passing; 

some thoughts I take with me from Nazareth. 

 

‘First, we learn from its silence. If only we could once again appreciate its great value. We 

need this wonderful state of mind, beset as we are by the cacophony of strident protests 

and conflicting claims so characteristic of these turbulent times. The silence of Nazareth 

should teach us how to meditate in peace and quiet, to reflect on the deeply spiritual, and 

to be open to the voice of God’s inner wisdom and the counsel of his true teachers. 

Nazareth can teach us the value of study and preparation, of meditation, of a well-ordered 

personal spiritual life, and of silent prayer that is known only to God. 

 

‘Second, we learn about family life. May Nazareth serve as a model of what the family should 

be. May it show us the family’s holy and enduring character and exemplify its basic function 

in society: a community of love and sharing, beautiful for the problems it poses and the 

rewards it brings, in sum, the perfect setting for rearing children – and for this there is no 

substitute.  

 

‘Finally, in Nazareth, the home of a craftsman’s son, we learn about work and the discipline 

it entails. I would especially like to recognise its value – demanding yet redeeming – and to 

give it proper respect. I would remind everyone that work has its own dignity. On the other 

hand, it is not an end in itself. Its value and free character, however, derive not only from its 

place in the economic system, as they say, but rather from the purpose it serves.  

 

‘In closing, may I express my deep regard for people everywhere who work for a living. To 

them I would point out their great model, Christ their brother, our Lord and God, who is 

their prophet in every cause that promotes their well being.’ 

 

—Pope Paul VI, in a speech given at Nazareth, January 1964 
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SUNDAY 

30 December 

 

 

 

THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH 

Saturday Vigil  5.00pm Mass (Divine Worship) 

      Confessions 6.10pm Our Lady of the Rosary 

                 Mass 6.30pm Our Lady of the Rosary M Farrell’s Ints 

                 Mass 7.30pm Holy Rood (in Portuguese) 

Sunday     Sung Mass  9.15am Our Lady of the Rosary                  

Sung Mass 11.15am Holy Rood Pro populo 

Monday  

31 December 

Seventh Day in the Octave of Christmas 

—Commemoration of St Sylvester, Pope— 

No Mass 

Tuesday  

1 January 

MARY, MOTHER OF GOD  

Mass 9.30am Our Lady of the Rosary Michelle Roche RIP 

Wednesday 

2 January 

St Basil the Great & St Gregory Nazianzen, Bishops, Doctors 

Mass 9.00am Holy Rood Private Intention 

Thursday  

3 January 

The Most Holy Name of Jesus 

Mass 6.30pm Holy Rood (Divine Worship) for Vocations 

Friday 

4 January 

Weekday in Christmastide 

Mass 8.30am St Thomas More John Spencer RIP 

Funeral Service 3.00pm Oxford Crematorium Michelle Roche RIP 

(Memorial) Mass 4pm Holy Rood  David Graham RIP 

Saturday  

5 January 

Weekday in Christmastide 

Mass 9.00am Holy Rood followed by Rosary and Confessions until 

10.00am 

SUNDAY 

6 January 

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 

Saturday Vigil  5.00pm Mass (Divine Worship) 

      Confessions 6.10pm Our Lady of the Rosary 

                 Mass 6.30pm Our Lady of the Rosary Pro populo 

                 Mass 7.30pm Holy Rood (in Portuguese) 

Sunday     Sung Mass  9.15am Our Lady of the Rosary  

                 Sung Mass 11.15am Holy Rood S. Sprent Perez’s Ints 

Holy Baptism 1.30pm Our Lady of the Rosary Sofia Sprent Perez  

Our Lady of the Rosary, Botley, OX2 9BD      Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, OX1 4LD       

St Thomas More, Grace Dieu, Boars Hill, OX1 5DN  



F O R T H C O M I N G  S E C O N D                    

COLLECTIONS | 13 January White 

Flower appeal; 20 January  Cathedral. 

CHILDREN’S DIARY  

Our Lady’s: Children's liturgy runs on 
Sundays, during the 9.15am Mass at Our 

Lady’s.  
TODAY  No children’s liturgy. 

6 January - Epiphany (Three Kings) 
13 January - The Baptism of the Lord 

For any queries please  contact  Blanka 
mccarthybb22@hotmail.com 
 

Holy Rood: Children’s liturgy runs during 

the 11.15am Mass at Holy Rood. 

OUR LADY’S SPARROWS | Our Lady 
of the Rosary’s children’s choir for those 

aged 6+ practises after the 9.15am Sunday 
Mass. For more information, contact Alex 

Lloyd at alvlloyd@gmail.com  

CHERUBS: HOLY ROOD LITTLE 
CHOIR | Singing practice for our youngest 

musicians by the organ after the 11.15am 
Sunday Mass. Contact Julia Craig-McFeely 

via the parish office for more information. 

PARISH COLLECTION TOTALS 

Week ending  23 December 2018 
Main collection plate: £502.41  

Standing orders: £ 652 
Parish giving info: Cheques should be 

made payable to:  
PRCDTR North Hinksey Our Lady  

Bank transfers to account number 
00883337, sort code 309304.  

For Gift Aid, please complete the gift aid 
declarations at the back of church and 

return to the parish office. 

COUNTING ROTA  

Wednesday 2 January 
Stella and David 

PILGRIMAGE COORDINATOR |  We 

are looking for a volunteer to act as Parish 
Pilgrimage Coordinator. Several of the 

popular pilgrimage sites indicate their pref-
erence for dealing with named Pilgrimage 

Organisers when arranging bookings, ac-
commodation, meals, etc (the Shrine at 

Walsingham helpfully adds: ‘In our experi-
ence, it is usually more difficult for the 

priest to be organiser due to parish com-
mitments’). If you might be interested in 

this, please speak to Fr Daniel.    

MICHELLE ROCHE RIP | Michelle’s 

funeral service takes place at Oxford             
Crematorium on Friday 4 January at 

3.00pm. All are welcome to attend.                        
A requiem Mass will be arranged in the  

parish in due course: details to follow. 

PARISH OFFICE 1 Please note the office 

will be closed until 11 January (inclusive). 

YOUTH GROUP 1 'Everyone (no age 

limit) can join us on Saturday 5 January 
at 16:00 at Freedog in Swindon for 

an afternoon of trampolining fun! Parents 
will need to bring their children to the 

venue and stay with them. Tickets for the 
session can be booked online or bought on 

the day (booking online is better to ensure 
they have a place).  To book tickets and 

jump socks go to www.freedog/com/
swindon  

THANKS for your generosity, and for all 

the work done over Christmas in such a 
variety of ways. May God bless you.   Fr DL 

DAY BY DAY  January booklets are 

available at the back of the church (£1) 

WHITE FLOWER APPEAL 1 Next 

weekend we will have a retiring collection 
for the Society for the Protection of 

Unborn Children (SPUC). Your generosity 
will help us help unborn babies and their 

mothers. 

ORDINARIATE | Sung Mass, Saturdays 

at 5.00pm (for Sunday); Thursdays 6.30pm, 
at Holy Rood. Masses using the Ordinariate 

Missal, which all are welcome to attend, are 
indicated by Divine Worship in the 

newsletter.  

IN OUR PRAYERS 

THE SICK AND THOSE IN NEED | 
Sean Hodgkins, Vanessa Clark, John Finch, 

M au r i c e  M cA v o y ,  P e g g y  Duh i g ,                           
Anne Lansberry,  Moira Fryer, Harold Crapper,                             

Julia Craig-McFeely, Maura Dennehy, Chris 
Travis, Alex Lloyd 
 

THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED | 

Michelle Roche, John Spencer, Mary Sheridan 

YOUTH GROUP | See events advertised. 

E tipayouth@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk  

WOMEN’S READING GROUP 1                

A group of women from the Parish meets 

once a month on a Monday evening, 8.30-

9.30pm to read and discuss together Amoris 

Laetitia. E maria.rosa.antognazza@kcl.ac.uk. 

ROSARY | Saturday morning after 9.00am 

Mass. 

ADORATION | Tuesdays, 8.00-9.00pm, 

Our Lady’s; Thursdays 7.00-8.00pm Holy 

Rood; Fridays 1.00-4.00pm Holy Rood 

CONFESSIONS | Thursdays 7.00-8.00pm 

Holy Rood; Saturdays 9.30-10.00am Holy 

Rood; Saturdays 6.10-6.30pm Our Lady’s. 

HOLY FATHER’S INTENTIONS |  

Evangelisation - That young people, espe-
cially in Latin America, follow the example 

of Mary and respond to the call of the Lord 
to communicate the joy of the Gospel to 

the world. 

JOB OPPORTUNITIES AT VIVA seek-

ing a Supporter Relations Manager to 

build and develop relationships with individu-

als and churches (deadline: 14 January) . 

Details at www.viva.org/jobs 

PRAYER REQUESTS  Would you like a 
prayer for your own intention, for your par-

ish or for any need? Go to the home page of 
the diocese’s website, scroll down to the 

“prayer request” button, where you can 
leave an anonymous request which will go to 

40 intercessors throughout the diocese. 

MONASTIC EXPERIENCE AT 

QUARR ABBEY 1 Designed to give sin-
gle Catholic men aged 18-35 the opportu-

nity to sample monastic life, as it is led at 
Quarr Abbey in the Benedictine tradition of 

the Solesmes Congregation. It will be of 
particular interest to those wanting to ex-

plore the possibility of a vocation. Friday 
8th (evening) - Sunday 10th March 

2019. www.quarrabbey.org 

PILGRIMAGES  LOURDES next sum-

mer, from the 25th to 30th July 2019. 
More deta i l s  coming soon at 

www.portsmouthdiocese.co.uk 
 THE HOLY LAND Wednesdays 

15th-22nd May 2019. Cost: £1360pp. Fights 
from Heathrow. Deposit £250pp. Led by 

Canons John O’Shea & Michael Dennehy. 
Apply to St James Church, Reading,   

stjames@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk. 
ONLY a few places left. 

PORTSMOUTH DIOCESE DON 

BOSCO CAMP 2019 1 28th July - 3rd 
August 2019 an opportunity for secon-

dary school boys to have an exciting, activ-
ity-packed camping holiday in a safe but 

challenging countryside setting. Please visit 
www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/

youth/donbosco  a nd  con ta c t : 
dbcamps@portsmouthdicoese.org.uk  

CATHOLIC TV CHANNEL ON LINE 
| Go to www.ewtn.com/multimedia/
live.asp 
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