
Readings for the Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Amos 6:1,4-7; Psalm 145; 1 Timothy 6:11-16; Luke 16:19-31 

WHAT IS MISSION? 

This Wednesday, 25 September, we are having our planning and discussion meeting as part 

of the preparations for the Oxford City-Wide Mission 2020, which is taking place around 

Pentecost next year. This is an initiative of the Archdiocese of Birmingham, being led by the 

Capuchin Franciscans at Greyfriars: our parish, though in a different diocese (and province!) 

completes the circle, or pie, if you prefer, of the city centre and suburbs of Oxford. We 

were therefore asked if we would like to take part. 

 Our talk this Wednesday will start with Evening Prayer at 7.15pm. Prayer is 

foundational to mission, as we will go on to see in a moment. It will continue with some 

food, because material support is also important. We will do this together, because mission 

is never a solitary activity. the missionary is always a part of the Church, the Body of Christ, 

linked to all other Christians through the bonds of Baptism. 

 There are innumerable words written about the nature of mission. The word comes 

from the Latin mittere, to send—remember Candlemas, the Feast of the Purification and of 

the Presentation: old Simeon in the temple, taking the infant Christ in his arms, says to the 

Father ‘nunc di-mittis servum tuum, Domine’, ‘Now let your servant go in peace, O Lord’. 

We can already see, then, a link between the origins of the word mission and the concept 

of service, or perhaps better, of servant-hood. To be a mission-ary is to be sent; to be sent 

is to have someone who has the authority to do the sending. Lumen Gentium, ‘The Light of 

the Nations’ (another Candlemas reference), the Dogmatic Constitution on the Church 

from 1964, says this about the Church’s mission: ‘The Church, endowed with the gifts of 

her founder and faithfully observing his precepts of charity, humility and self-denial, receives 

the mission of proclaiming and establishing among all peoples the Kingdom of Christ and of 

God, and she is on earth the seed and the beginning of that kingdom’ (LG 5). Elsewhere, Ad 

Gentes (‘To the Nations’ 1965), says: ‘Missions are those particular undertakings by which 

the heralds of the Gospel, sent out by the Church and going forth into the whole world, 

carry out the task of preaching the Gospel and planting the Church among peoples or 

groups who do not yet believe in Christ. The proper purpose of this missionary activity is 

evangelization’ (AG 6). Another technical term, then: evangelization, from Eu-angelos, Greek 

for Good News, Gospel.  

 There is much discussion about whether it’s appropriate to use the word ‘mission’ in 

a society with Christian roots or heritage. Some prefer the term ’New Evangelization’, 

which carries the recognition that the elements of that heritage might well persist in that 

society and is ultimately, I think, founded on the idea that if, once a person is baptized, they 

are always baptized, the same is true for a society or culture: recalling someone to the 

practice of their faith, or reminding them of the promises they have made, is always going to 

be different. However, the result is the same: life lived in relationship with God, in growth in 

grace and holiness, increasing day by day in the fulfilment of that definite service for which 

each of us is made. If it is not by now obvious why this is a good thing, St John Paul II writes: 

‘We reply with the Church’s faith and experience that true liberation consists in opening 

oneself to the love of Christ. In him, and only in him, are we set free from all alienation and 

doubt, from slavery to the power of sin and death. Christ is truly ‘our peace’ (Eph 2:14); 

‘the love of Christ impels us’ (2 Cor 5:14), giving meaning and joy to our life. Mission is an 

issue of faith, an accurate indicator of our faith in Christ and his love for us’ (Redemptoris 

Missio 11). So, come this Wednesday and find out more.                                        Fr Daniel    
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SUNDAY 

22 September 
SUNDAY 25 PER ANNUM YEAR C 

Saturday Vigil  Sung Mass 5.00pm Holy Rood (Divine Worship)  

    Confessions 6.10pm Our Lady of the Rosary 

               Mass 6.30pm Our Lady of the Rosary Thomas Kelly RIP (Anniv) 

               Mass 7.30pm Holy Rood (in Portuguese) 

Sunday   Sung Mass 9.15am Our Lady of the Rosary Terry Bond RIP 

               Sung Mass 11.15am Holy Rood Pro populo 

Monday  

23 September 
St Pio of Pietrelcina, Confessor                                       Week 25 | Year I 

No Mass                                                             Divine Office Week 1 

Tuesday 

24 September  

 

Our Lady of Walsingham 

Mass 9.30am Our Lady of the Rosary Hilde Martin’s Ints 

Mass 5.30pm Holy Rood Divine Worship (Solemnity) The Ordinariate 

Adoration 8pm-9pm Our Lady of the Rosary     

Wednesday 

25 September 
Feria 

Mass 9.00am Holy Rood Charles Sweeny & Family Ints 

Oxford City Mission 2020: Discussion Meeting at Holy Rood, 

beginning with Evening Prayer at 7.15pm. 

Thursday 

26 September 

 

Ss Cosmas and Damian, Martyrs 

Mass 6.30pm Holy Rood (Divine Worship) for Vocations 

followed by Adoration, Confessions 7.00-8.00pm  

Friday 

27 September 
St Vincent de Paul, Confessor 

Mass 8.30am St Thomas More 

Mass 12.30pm Holy Rood (Latin, 1962) followed by Adoration 1.00-2.00pm  

Saturday  

28 September 
Our Lady on Saturday 

Mass 9.00am Holy Rood John Hayes Ints; Rosary; Confessions 9.30-10am                   

SUNDAY 

29 September 
SUNDAY 26 PER ANNUM YEAR C 

Saturday Vigil  Sung Mass 5.00pm Holy Rood (Divine Worship)  

    Confessions 6.10pm Our Lady of the Rosary 

               Mass 6.30pm Our Lady of the Rosary  

               Mass 7.30pm Holy Rood (in Portuguese) 

Sunday   Sung Mass 9.15am Our Lady of the Rosary Pro populo 

               Sung Mass 11.15am Holy Rood Tony Logue RIP 

Our Lady of the Rosary, Botley, OX2 9BD      Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, OX1 4LD  

St Thomas More, Grace Dieu, Boars Hill, OX1 5DN  



CHILDREN’S DIARY  

Our Lady’s: Children’s Liturgy at Our Lady’s 

runs during the 9.15am Sunday Mass, and 

resumes TODAY.  

For any queries please  contact  Blanka 

mccarthybb22@hotmail.com 

————————- 

Holy Rood: Children’s liturgy runs during 

the 11.15am Mass at Holy Rood.  Contact via 

the parish office. 

OUR LADY’S SPARROWS | Our Lady 

of the Rosary’s children’s choir for those 

aged 6+. Please contact Alex Lloyd at  

E alvlloyd@gmail.com  

CHERUBS: HOLY ROOD LITTLE 

CHOIR | Singing practice for our youngest 

musicians by the organ after the 11.15am 

Sunday Mass. Contact Julia Craig-McFeely via 

the parish office for more information. 

PARISH COLLECTION TOTALS 

Combined Weeks ending 8 & 15 Sept.   

Main collection plate: £935.88 

Home Mission £192.12 

Standing Orders: £1304    

Parish giving info: Cheques should be made 

payable to:  

PRCDTR North Hinksey Our Lady  

Bank transfers to account number 00883337, 

sort code 309304.  

For Gift Aid, please complete the gift aid 

declarations at the back of church and return 

to the parish office. 

COUNTING ROTA  

Monday 23 September Gerald and Jo 

T A L K S  O N  J O H N  H E N R Y 

NEWMAN 1 Saturday mornings 10.00am 
at Grandpont House. The last talk will be 

on Saturday 5 October.   

FORTHCOMING COLLECTIONS |  

29 September Our Lady of Walsingham 
20 October Foreign Missions 

 PILGRIMAGES   

 ROME & ASSISI  11-21 October See 

poster in church or E blessings41@gmail.com 

 HOLY LAND  10-17 November 

2019. Includes return flights from London, 

accommodation, breakfast & dinner daily, full 

programme, local guide. Cost from £1195pp; 

E aglowpilgrimages.com T 0800 6894792  

ALPHA COURSE 1The Alpha Course is 

running again in Abingdon, hosted by St. Ed-

mund’s parish.  Alpha is a wonderful opportu-

nity to explore the main questions of life and 

the Christian faith in a relaxed, hospitable 

way.  It is designed for those of no faith and 

also for those who maybe living their faith as a 

routine but would like to discover a closer 

relationship with the Lord. From late Sep-

tember, there will be 3 parallel courses on 

Thursday mornings, Friday mornings  and Sun-

day evenings. Contact Clare 01235 847804 

TREASURER & GIFT AID ADMIN 

NEEDED Our treasurer/gift aid adminis-
trator is retiring from her position and we 

are therefore looking for volunteers to take 
over these roles - or one person to take 

over both roles. Training will be provided 
for both roles. If you would be interested in 

either or both of these roles, please email 
the office. 

KEEP THIS DATE 1 Bishop Philip has 

invited Chris Stefanick, a for our diocesan 

Celebration of the Word of God on 

28th June 2020. Venue TBC. 

OXFORD CITY MISSION 2020 

MEETING : THIS WEDNESDAY!               

Wednesday 25 September, at Holy Rood. 

We begin at 7.15pm with evening prayer, 

followed by supper and discussion. Please 

fill in and return a blue reply-slip at Mass 

this weekend so we know how many are 

coming. This is an important occasion in 

the life of our wider community, and will 

benefit from all our prayer and our           

support. 

ORDINARIATE | Sung Mass, Saturdays 

at 5.00pm (for Sunday); Thursdays 6.30pm, 
at Holy Rood. Masses using the Ordinariate 

Missal, which all are welcome to attend, are 
indicated by Divine Worship. 

IN OUR PRAYERS 

THE SICK AND THOSE IN NEED | 
Sean Hodgkins, Vanessa Clark, John Finch, 

Peggy Duhig, Anne Lansberry,  Moira Fryer, 
Harold Crapper , Maura Dennehy,                       

M ar k  S t e v e n s on ,  J o anne  Sma l l ,                             
Ian Callaghan, Bridget Smith, John Hayes,  

Hilde Martin. 
FAITHFUL DEPARTED |  

Tony Logue RIP 
Those whose anniversaries fall at this time. 

YOUTH GROUP | Next meeting TBC 

WOMEN’S READING GROUP 1                

A group of women from the Parish meets 

once a month on a Monday evening, 8.30-

9.30pm to read and discuss together Amoris 

Laetitia. E maria.rosa.antognazza@kcl.ac.uk. 

ROSARY | Saturday after 9.00am Mass. 

ADORATION | Tuesdays, 8.00-9.00pm, 

Our Lady’s; Thursdays 7.00-8.00pm Holy 

Rood; Fridays 1.00-2.00pm Holy Rood 

CONFESSIONS | Thursdays 7.00-8.00pm 

Holy Rood; Saturdays 9.30-10.00am Holy 

Rood; Saturdays 6.10-6.30pm Our Lady’s. 

HOLY FATHER’S INTENTIONS | 

That politicians, scientists and economists 
work together to protect the world’s seas 

and oceans. 

OPEN DAY AT ST GREGORY 

SCHOOL 1 Secondary Open evening for 
year 6 on Wednesday 25 September 

from 6-8pm. 

OCTOBER IS EXTRAORDINARY 

MISSION MONTH (EMM) Pope Francis 
has  ca l led .  To ce lebra te  the 

100th anniversary of Pope Benedict XV's 
Apostolic Letter Maximum Illud. There will 

be a special World Mission Sunday Mass 
on Sunday 20th October 2019 at 2 pm 

in the Cathedral. Bishop Philip will be 
sending all parishes a letter at the end of 

this month. 

CANONIZATION OF CARDINAL 

NEWMAN | There are many events 

taking place in Oxford and elsewhere 

surrounding the canonization, which is on 

Sunday 13 October in Rome. There will 

also be events here and beyond 

throughout the rest of the year. Not least 

among Newman’s talents was his 

proficient hymn-writing: obvious way to 

mark that will be in the hymns we sing at 

Mass that weekend. There will be a 

particular Sung Mass of Thanksgiving on 

Saturday 26 October at 5.00pm at Holy 

Rood, with the Te Deum sung. Our 

Advent Course this year will read some 

of Newman’s key writings, both 

theological and devotional. Please look 

out for other happenings!  

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION 

Confirmation Classes for teenagers 

begin SOON, Confirmations will be after 

Easter 2020. If this applies to you, or you 

think it might, please talk to me about it. 

First Holy Communions are usually 

every other year, but it seems there are 

children who might be interested in 

classes already. We will find out whether 

we have enough who are committed, and 

see whether it will work to run classes 

again for 2019-20.  

Any adults who are interested in               

becoming Catholics, through baptism 

or reception into the full commun-

ion of the Catholic Church, and/or in 

being confirmed, should also let me 

know so that we can discuss the next 

steps.                                         Fr Daniel 
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