
Readings for the Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Ecclesiasticus 35:12-14,16-19; Psalm 32; 2 Timothy 4:6-8,16-18; Luke 18:9-14 

ST JOHN HENRY NEWMAN  
-How do you come to believe in something enough to do something about it?- 

 The American bishop and evangelist Robert Barron gave a most interesting talk last week on 
 Newman and the New Evangelization. Much of what he said related to St John Henry 
 Newman’s book, the Grammar of Assent. Here’s a short view of what it’s all about...  
Newman writes this: ‘We are all absolutely certain, beyond the possibility of doubt, that 
Great Britain is an island. [...] We have no fear of any geographical discovery which may 
reverse our belief. We should be amused or angry at the assertion, as a bad jest, did any 
one say that we were at this time joined to the main-land in Norway or in France, [...] yet 
are the arguments producible for it (to use the common expression) in black and white 
commensurate with this overpowering certitude about it? Our reasons for believing that we 
are circumnavigable are such as these:—first, we have been so taught in our childhood, and 
it is so in all the maps; next, we have never heard it contradicted or questioned; on the 
contrary, every one whom we have heard speak on the subject of Great Britain, every book 
we have read, invariably took it for granted; our whole national history, the routine 
transactions and current events of the country, our social and commercial system, our 
political relations with foreigners, imply it in one way or another. Those who have 
circumnavigated the island have a right to be certain: have we ever ourselves even fallen in 
with any one who has? And as to the common belief, what is the proof that we are not all 
of us believing it on the credit of each other? And then, when it is said that every one 
believes it, and everything implies it, how much comes home to me personally of this ‘every 
one’ and ‘everything’? The question is, Why do I believe it myself?’ (GA8:2)  
 

Curious, isn’t it, when we reflect on the things we believe, and how, and why... Now, what 
about this? How does someone come to believe in something enough to do 
something about it?  Newman suggests that there are three ‘mental acts’ which we go 
through when we’re thinking about a question: Doubt, Inference, and Assent. Here’s an 
example: Doubt: Would it be a good thing (or not) to teach every schoolchild how to 
cook? Inference: I can see reasons why it would be a good thing to do that. Assent: Every 
schoolchild should be taught how to cook. What Newman tries to show is that: 
 1) these are the sorts of questions we ask every day;  
 2a) we often feel quite confident to make a judgement without necessarily needing to 
 know all the facts; and 2b) that not knowing every single thing about something is not 
 the same as being ignorant and uninformed about it;  
 3) there’s a difference between agreeing that something is true, or should be true– 
 and actually being moved to do something as a result of that belief;  
 4) questions like that, and the ways we deal with them, are not a million miles from 
 the way we deal with our religious faith: and we do this every day. 
So, do I need to know precisely how schools would fund Home Ec teachers, how much it 
would cost, where it would fit in the curriculum? Or about allergies, or disabilities, or time? 
I can still agree that ‘schoolchildren should be taught how to cook’ while thinking that 
someone more qualified than I am could sort out those questions, and all the others I 
haven’t thought of. But what would make me go from just thinking it’s a good thing, to 
spending time, money, effort, campaigning to make it happen? People do, after all—so 
what makes one person moved enough, and not another? Is it simply knowing more facts? 
Would I agree if only I were a bit cleverer? Tune in next week to find out more...   Fr Daniel 
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SUNDAY 
20 October 

SUNDAY 29 PER ANNUM Year C  
Saturday Vigil  Sung Mass 5.00pm Holy Rood (Divine Worship)  
                   Mass 6.30pm Our Lady of the Rosary Pro populo 
                    —Confessions after Mass this evening                 
 Mass 7.30pm Holy Rood (in Portuguese) 
Sunday   Harvest Festival Mass 9.15am Our Lady of the Rosary 
               Sung Mass 11.15am Holy Rood Patsy McDaid: Thanksgiving 

Monday  
21 October 

Feria                                                                              Week 29 | Year I 
No Mass                                                                  Divine Office Week 1 

Tuesday 
22 October 

Feria 
Mass 9.30am Our Lady of the Rosary George Lunt RIP (Anniv) 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 8.00-9.00 Our Lady of the Rosary 

Wednesday 
23 October 

St John of Capestrano, Religious 
Mass 9.00am Holy Rood Preparations for the Oxford City Mission 2020 

Thursday 
24 October 

 

St Anthony Claret, Bishop 
Mass 6.30pm Holy Rood (Divine Worship) for Vocations 
followed by Adoration, Confessions 7.00-8.00pm  

Friday 
25 October 

Feria 
Mass 8.30am St Thomas More  
Mass 12.30pm Holy Rood (Latin, 1962) Private Intention 
—followed by Adoration 1.00-2.00pm  

Saturday  
26 October 

St Chad & St Cedd, Bishops 
Mass 9.00am Holy Rood Delia & Jack Hayes RIP 
Followed by Rosary; Confessions 9.30-10am                   

SUNDAY 
27 October 

SUNDAY 30 PER ANNUM Year C  
Saturday Vigil Mass of Thanksgiving & Te Deum for the Canonization            
                   of St John Henry Newman 5.00pm Holy Rood (Divine Worship)  
    Confessions 6.10pm Our Lady of the Rosary 
               Mass 6.30pm Our Lady of the Rosary                 
 Mass 7.30pm Holy Rood (in Portuguese) 
Sunday   Sung Mass 9.15am Our Lady of the Rosary Pro populo 
               Sung Mass 11.15am Holy Rood Private Intention 

Our Lady of the Rosary, Botley, OX2 9BD   �   Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, OX1 4LD  
St Thomas More, Grace Dieu, Boars Hill, OX1 5DN  



CHILDREN’S DIARY  
Our Lady’s: Children’s Liturgy at Our 
Lady’s runs during the 9.15am Sunday Mass. 
20 October: Harvest Mass, no Ch. Liturgy 
 Harvest Brunch in Rosary Room after Mass 
24 November: Nativity play sign up  
For any queries please  contact  Blanka 
mccarthybb22@hotmail.com 

————————- 
Holy Rood: Children’s liturgy runs during 
the 11.15am Mass at Holy Rood.  Contact via 
the parish office. 

OUR LADY’S SPARROWS | Our Lady 
of the Rosary’s children’s choir for those 
aged 6+. Please contact Alex Lloyd at  
E alvlloyd@gmail.com  

CHERUBS: HOLY ROOD LITTLE 
CHOIR | Singing practice for our youngest 
musicians by the organ after the 11.15am 
Sunday Mass. Contact Julia Craig-McFeely 
via the parish office for more information. 

PARISH COLLECTION TOTALS 
Week ending 13 October   

Main collection plate: £505.81 
Standing Orders: £652   
CAFOD: £654.75 
Parish giving info: Cheques should be 
made payable to:  
PRCDTR North Hinksey Our Lady  
Bank transfers to account number 
00883337, sort code 309304.  
For Gift Aid, please complete the gift aid 
declarations at the back of church and 
return to the parish office. 
 

COUNTING ROTA  
Sunday 20 October Janet and Gerald 

FORTHCOMING COLLECTIONS |  
2/3 November Bamenda 
16/17 November Comboni Fathers 

HOST UK 1 Can you make room for an 
international student to experience true Brit-
ish Festive hospitality? Please see poster in 
church or visit www.hostuk.org   

KEEP THIS DATE 1 Bishop Philip has 
invited noted speaker Chris Stefanick on 
28th June 2020. Venue TBC. 

COFFEE ROTA@OUR LADY’S 1 Please 
sign up on the rota in the Rosary Room. 

ADORE (Alton Day Of REnewal) – 
Saturday 26 October 11.00-4.00. You 
are warmly welcome to a mini-retreat day 
of renewal at Alton School. Mass 11.30am, 
2.30 Talk “Prophetic Intercessory 
Prayer”– Allegra Mutanda; please see 
poster in church.  

TODAY IS WORLD MISSION SUN-
DAY 1 By supporting Missio, the Pope’s 
charity for world mission, you will help mis-
sionaries like Sr Clara share the love of 
Christ with those most in need. Please pray 
for the mission of the Church throughout 
the world and give what you can. Please 
visit W missio.org.uk   Thank you.   

CATHOLIC SINGLES 1 Helps practising 
Catholics meet other Catholics. For more 
information please see poster in church. 

ALL SAINTS & ALL SOULS |  Next 
Friday 1 November  is All Saints’ Day, 
which is a Holyday of Obligation. There will 
be additional Masses: please see next week’s 
newsletter. Saturday 2 November is All Souls: 
The regular Masses at 9.00am, 5.00pm, and 
6.30pm will all be Requiem Masses—the 5pm 
and 6.30pm fulfil the Sunday Obligation. 

SACKCLOTH & ASHES Sunday 27th Oc-
tober is the 52nd anniversary of the Abortion 
Act being passed. Please join us in praying for 
the end of abortion in this country on Satur-
day 26th October. For more details please 
see poster in  church or vis i t 
www.GoodCounselNetwork.com 

ORDINARIATE | Sung Mass, Saturdays 
at 5.00pm (for Sunday); Thursdays 6.30pm, 
at Holy Rood. Masses using the Ordinariate 
Missal, which all are welcome to attend, are 
indicated by Divine Worship. 

IN OUR PRAYERS 
THE SICK AND THOSE IN NEED | 
Sean Hodgkins, Vanessa Clark, John Finch, 
Peggy Duhig, Anne Lansberry,  Moira Fryer, 
Harold Crapper ,  Maura Dennehy,                       
M ar k  S t e v e n s on ,  J o a nne  Sma l l ,                             
Ian Callaghan, Bridget Smith, John Hayes,  
Hilde Martin. 
FAITHFUL DEPARTED | Tony Logue, 
Nancy Ayley, Ron Beament. 
Those whose anniversaries fall at this time. 

YOUTH GROUP 13-18 | Tuesday 5  
November, 7.30 at the Presbytery. See           
Fr Daniel. 
WOMEN’S READING GROUP 1                
A group of women from the Parish meets 
once a month on a Monday evening, 8.30-
9.30pm to read and discuss together Amoris 
Laetitia. E maria.rosa.antognazza@kcl.ac.uk. 
ROSARY | Saturday after 9.00am Mass. 
ADORATION | Tuesdays, 8.00-9.00pm, 
Our Lady’s; Thursdays 7.00-8.00pm Holy 
Rood; Fridays 1.00-2.00pm Holy Rood 
CONFESSIONS | Thursdays 7.00-8.00pm 
Holy Rood; Saturdays 9.30-10.00am Holy 
Rood; Saturdays 6.10-6.30pm Our Lady’s. 

� PILGRIMAGES �  
� HOLY LAND � 10-17 November 
2019. Includes return flights from London, 
accommodation, breakfast & dinner daily, full 
programme, local guide. Cost from £1195pp; 
E aglowpilgrimages.com T 0800 6894792  

HOLY FATHER’S INTENTIONS |  
That the breath of the Holy Spirit engender 
a new missionary “spring” in the church. 

OCTOBER MONTH OF THE HOLY 
ROSARY � Bishop Philip asks us to offer 
the Rosary each day for the Church’s 
mission both at home and abroad.  

CANONIZATION OF CARDINAL 
NEWMAN | Sung Mass of Thanksgiving on 
Saturday 26 October at 5.00pm at Holy 
Rood, with the Te Deum sung. Our Advent 
Course this year will read some of Newman’s 
key writings, both theological and devotional. 
Turn to the back page for some more on one 
of Newman’s most significant works.  

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION 
Confirmation Classes for teenagers begin 
SOON, Confirmations will be after Easter 
2020. If this applies to you, or you think it 
might, please talk to me about it. 
First Holy Communions are usually every 
other year, but it seems there are children 
who might be interested in classes already. 
We will find out whether we have enough 
who are committed, and see whether it will 
work to run classes again for 2019-20.  
Any adults who are interested in               
becoming Catholics, through baptism or 
reception into the full communion of 
the Catholic Church, and/or in being 
confirmed, should also let me know so that 
we can discuss the next steps. 
                                                    Fr Daniel 

SUNDAY COFFEE ROTA @ HR 1 Vol-
unteers needed to help at Holy Rood. Please 
sign in at the back of the church. Thank you! 

ROAD CLOSURE: A34 | Please note that 
the section of the A34 between the A423 
Hinksey Hill junction and the A420 Botley 
Interchange will be shut entirely 
northbound, and partially southbound, from 
8.00pm on Fri 18/10—5:30am on Mon 21/10, 
and 8.00pm on Fri 1/11—5:30am on Mon 
4/11 (and possibly 8.00pm on Fri 8/11—
5:30am on Mon 11/11 as well). The gas-main 
roadworks on the Botley Road also continue. 
Confessions at Our Lady’s will be heard after 
Mass on those Saturday evenings, as well as at 
the usual times during the week. 


